
 

 

A message from our Head  Administrator 

Sometimes things come across 

my desk that need to be shared 

in their original words and not 

my own.  The following is one 

such item.  It is taken from 

“Cornerstone Newsletter and 

Magazine”, September 2010.   “I 

do not recommend that you try 

too hard to practice being 

Grateful.  Instead I wish to 

whisper in your ear an admoni-

tion to be, simply, awake.  Be-

cause when you’re awake to the 

smell, the touches, the current 

moment—gratitude happens by 

itself.  It’s the rushing by that 

leaves us without gratitude.”  -

Author Unknown 

The ancient Roman philosopher 

and statesmen Cicero who lived 

from 195-43 B.C. taught:  

“Gratitude is not only the great-

est of the virtues, but the 

mother of all other virtues.” 

…(I)t is quite remarkable that 

gratitude could be identified as 

the foundational virtue from 

which the others flow.  Perhaps 

this is true because gratitude 

implies a total stance or orienta-

tion toward life.  It is rooted in a 

conviction that life has meaning, 

that it was designed and is sus-

tained by a loving God who can 

‘work all things together for our 

good.’  It is why Jesus taught:  “…

in this world you will have tribula-

tion-but be of good cheer-I have 

overcome the world…I tell you 

these things that you might have 

peace.”  John 16:33 

In other words, gratitude sees all 

of life as a gift.  And once we 

develop that orientation-it is a 

‘game changer.’  It redefines 

everything and all other virtues 

flow from that orientation.  This 

is why an individual can almost be 

defined by the level of gratitude 

in their life. 

Here is an expansion of the defi-

nition of gratitude…:  “Gratitude 

means thankfulness, counting your 

blessings, noticing simple pleas-

ures, and acknowledging every-

thing that you receive.  It means 

learning to live your life as if 

everything were a miracle, and 

being aware on a continuous basis 

of how much you’ve been given. 

Gratitude shifts your focus 

from what your life lacks to the 

abundance that is already pre-

sent.  In addition…research has 

shown the surprising life im-

provements that can stem from 

the practice of gratitude.  Giving 

thanks makes people happier and 

more resilient, it strengthens 

relationships, it improves health, 

and it reduces stress.”  -M. 

Fabrega 

This was such a wonderful point 

of connection to our theme 

verse for the year that I wanted 

to share it with you all. 

In Gratitude for All Christ has 

Done, Is Doing, and Will 

Do, 

Robin Sovine 

“Be joyful always; pray 

continually; give thanks in 

all circumstances, for 

this is God’s will for you 

in Christ Jesus.”   

I Thessalonians 5:16-18 
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Senior Class Leadership Retreat 

The Senior Class Leadership Retreat of 2010 was a great time of wonderful food, 
inspiring teaching, worship, and bonding as class for our Bethany Academy sen-
iors. Their retreat began at the home of Tom & Char’ae Lapham where they had a 
blast playing games and learning leadership concepts: L-Learn About Others; E-
Effort; A-Attitude; D-Direction. During their full day at Crown College our stu-
dents were blessed by encouragement, wisdom and humor from speaker, Tom 
Richards. Senior Emily Saatela said, “During the senior retreat we bonded and got 
to know each other better, plus we got to play tug-of-war!” According to senior 
Joey Byron, “My leadership attributes were greatly increased!” Special thanks to 
the Lapham, LeVoir, & Roetman families for hosting various aspects of the retreat 
and to Cindy Kuhn for chaperoning the excursion to Crown College.  



The fourth grade class had several 

“famous visitors” this past 

month.  Each student read a biography 

of a famous person of their choice, and 

then wrote a book report. In addition 

to the report they dressed up in a cos-

tume of the person they read 

about.  Parents were invited to listen 

to the reports and meet the “famous 

visitors”, what a fun morning it was! 

Our listed our visitors after the stu-

dent who read about them: 

Kole Krause-President Obama 

Drew Adamek-Benjamin Franklin 

Alec Brausen-Harry Houdini 

Ben Lechtenberg-Thomas Edison 

Lily Klenk-Harriet Tubman 

Abby Fitzgibbons-Maria Tallchief 

Natasha Bonilla-Princess Diana 

Mallory Mixter-Julia Childs 

Jane Engel-C.S. Lewis 

Marco Hernandez-Brett Favre 

Seth Peters-George Washington 

Vincent Twin-Albert Einstein 

Evan Zellman-Neil Armstrong 

Nathan Morrison-Bo Jackson 

We look forward to several more fun 

projects throughout the school year!   

Mrs. Smith and her 4th grade visitors 

 

 

This fall I had the opportunity 

to go to Swaziland, Africa and 

work with orphans in the 

area. Swaziland is a small 

country surrounded by South 

Africa & Mozambique. It is a 

country that is ravaged by 

AIDS and the life expectancy 

is only 30 years old. This 

means that most kids have 

only one or no parents at all.  

I spent my days at Care 

Points doing bible lessons, 

crafts, games, and just loving 

the kids. One thing I noticed 

is how the kids were so car-

ing and full of joy. It was cool 

to see the older kids sharing 

their portion of food with the 

younger kids. Also, it amazed 

me that even though they 

have so little they are so be-

yond happy and before every 

meal they sing praises to 

God.   

 

The Care Points are run by 

Children’s cup and Mission of 

Mercy and are a safe 

place for the children 

in the community to go to. 

They receive education, 

clothes, medical care, bible les-

sons and a meal. The Care 

Points are such an important 

part of their lives and help 

them in so many ways.  

Unfortunately, one of the Care 

Points we visited is going to be 

shut down because of lack of 

funding. It is so hard to imag-

ine the children we met not 

having that safe place to go to 

everyday.  Ways you can help 

with this problem are; sponsor-

ing a child with Mission of 

Mercy, donating to Children’s 

Cup, and prayer. Pray that the 

communities and local churches 

will step up and help at care 

points that will be closed. Also, 

please think about sponsoring 

and changing a child’s life, I 

know that my life has been 

changed forever!  

 

Here are the websites for  

Children’s Cup – 

www.childrenscup.org and Mis-

sion of Mercy – 

www.missionofmercy.org,  

Thank you. 

Vanessa Quinones 

Spotlight on Missions 

FAMOUS VISITORS TO THE FOURTH GRADE 
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By Coach Leafblad 

We had a great year this year for the 

5th-8th grade boys soccer team. Last 

year we won the league championship so 

we were eager to get back to the field 

to try and defend our crown. We had 

some great games this year with every-

one playing their part. We had an inter-

national team this year with great new 

players from Israel and South Korea as 

well as many fantastic new and return-

ing players from right here in Minnesota 

who all were excellent players for our 

team and played great soccer. Everyone 

worked hard and learned a lot about 

soccer. We ended the year 5-1-2 with 

some really great games. Everyone 

pitched in and we had many different 

boys score goals this year. It was a 

really exciting year. Unfortunately we 

came up one game short of defending 

our crown, but we got progressively 

better as the year went on. It was an 

extremely fun year and everyone is 

already looking forward to next year to 

try and take back the league champion-

ship for Bethany. We will definitely 

miss our 8th graders next year as they 

move up to high school, but we know 

that there will be many new guys com-

ing up to fill their shoes. Thanks for all 

your support and for 

all the memories. 

Coach Leafblad  

                            

 

Boys Soccer—Grades 5-8 

Auction  

Update 

Fiesta Night  
Saturday, November 13, 2010 

5:30pm-9pm 

   
    
  The Auction is 
Saturday and we are moving 
into high auction gear.  Please 
send in your RSVP and turn your 
donation ideas into reality. (For 

donations please do not hesitate 
to ask of your local businesses.) 
If you already have your dona-
tion, please bring it into the of-
fice or email Rosey Brausen at 
develop-
ment@bethanyacademy.org. 

Everyone loves this 
night but it doesn’t happen 
without an enormous effort 
from everyone in the Bethany 
community.  Thank you in ad-
vance for your volunteering 
hearts, your generous dona-
tions and your participation 
the night of the auction.  We 
are so blessed to be a part of 
this community.  

 

Fiesta fashion parent, Jill Rose 
will be having her Fiesta Wear 
table out one last time Thurs-
day from 2:30 – 3:30pm. She 
has all sorts of Spanish styled 

apparel and accessories, in a 
variety of sizes XS-XL.   

( All proceeds from the Fiesta 
Wear go to towards the  

auction.)  

Fiesta  ~~ Fiesta  ~~ Fiesta  Fiesta  ~~ Fiesta  ~~ Fiesta  Fiesta  ~~ Fiesta  ~~ Fiesta  Fiesta  ~~ Fiesta  ~~ Fiesta  
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Bethany Academy School Calendar 

Go on to your Edline Calendar for more details 

Nov 8-12  Spiritual Emphasis Week @ BA 

Sat., Nov 1  Auction—5:30-9:00pm 

Nov. 16   Open House for Prospective Parents 

Nov. 20-31  Thanksgiving Holiday 

Tuesday, Nov. 30 Secondary Christmas Concert 

Tuesday, Dec. 7  Elementary Christmas Concert 

Friday, Dec. 17  Student’s Service Day 

Dec. 21—Jan. 2, 2011 Christmas Break 

the team finish second in the Minne-

sota Christian Athletic Association. 

 After a hard-fought 7-6 vic-

tory over Kimball Area High School, 

the Eagles picked up momentum by 

winning their opening two conference 

games. These wins resulted from a 

combination of a staunch defense led 

by inside linebackers Max Mattila (11) 

and Jim Freitag (12) and an explosive 

offense headed by halfback Jordan 

Nieuwsma (11). The Eagles then faced-

off against rival Providence Academy 

for the game that determined the con-

ference championship. However, de-

spite strong play, the Eagles lost a 

tough one, 21-28. Still, the team re-

bounded the next week defeating 

Lester Prairie 29-0 on their 

homecoming. Senior nose guard 

Patrick Anderson led the defense 

to the shutout with 11 tackles 

and sophomore split end Luke 

Mikhail made a spectacular catch 

Bethany Academy/New 

Life Academy football 

team finishes second in 

the MCAA 

 Caleb Rollins and 

            Patrick Anderson 

 

 
 The Bethany Academy foot-

ball team has enjoyed a great amount 

of success in their 2010 season. Af-

ter a tumultuous start because of the 

closing of Lion’s Gate Christian Acad-

emy and their football program, the 

Eagles found a new nest with New 

Life Academy of Woodbury. This new 

co-op has led to wealth of talent on 

both sides of the ball, which helped 

to solidify the victory. 

With hall of fame coach Paul Mork at 

the helm, the Bethany Academy/New 

Life Academy Eagles have had great 

success in their inaugural season. Jor-

dan Nieuwsma averaged over nine yards 

per carry and strong line play has al-

lowed senior quarterback Caleb Rollins 

to throw four touchdown passes, two 

for over seventy yards.   The Eagles 

completed their Section 4AAA playoffs 

at the end of October.  With strong 

special teams play led by kicker Keith 

Brubaker and varsity contributors Philip 

Nomura, Zach Hagen, and Jeremiah 

Vetsch; a prolific offense; and a 

staunch de-

fense ranked 

in the top ten 

in the metro; 

the  Eagles 

made  a 

strong run in 

the playoffs. 
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See U @ the A
uction!!! 

November 13-D
on’t Miss It! 
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